PROPAGANDA AND OUR ATTENTION

"Every day we are bombarded with one persuasive communication after another. These appeals persuade not through the give-and-take of argument and debate, but through the manipulation of symbols and of our most basic human emotions. For better or worse, ours is an age of propaganda." 

Pratkanis, Anthony and Aronson, Elliot. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion. New York: W.H. Freeman and Company, 1991.

"Propaganda analysis is an antidote to the excesses of the Information Age". http://carmen.artsci.washington.edu/propaganda/intro.htm

After watching Manufacturing Consent: A Propaganda Model, and discovering various models for gaining our attention through media (your Formula for Our Attention assignment): 

OBSERVE, ANALYZE, AND INTERPRET

1. From your own experience identify the media( or groups which inform you, e.g. family, friends, teachers, movies, magazines, religion, books, etc.

2.  Detail the type of information and ideas you gain, or are influenced on, from each of these groups. 

3. ANALYZE these groups and media sources to identify whether the information delivered attempts to provide you with truthful or misleading information. 

4. INTERPRET: How do you think these various forms of media and groups effect the behavior, attitude, and decisions of yourself and greater society.

· You can discuss these issues with peers, but each individual is to come up with his/her own charts.

· Feel free make point form lists or to chart your responses.

· Example of a possible solution….. (if you are ambitious, design a web site,   format is up to you)

Group
Media
Information offered/ gained
Truthful or misleading/ explain
Impact on your behaviour
Impact on greater society

Family

Just and example… this is not about Mr. Syme's life
Direct/ unmediated
Social skills, provide comfort, home, food, morals…
My parents attempt to be truthful with me, but occasionally they will attempt to trick me to get me to do what they want, e.g. return the car by 10pm
Though I appreciate the many things they provide me with, I do  resent some of the manipulation. I wish they were always truthful with me. When I am resentful I tend to do things I don't necessarily want to do.
The better citizen my parents help make, the better society we should have. 

Advertising
Television, internet, magazines
-sales
The objective of advertising is to sell a product or idea. Ethics do not necessarily apply, rather it will do whatever it takes to sell a product










( Media: Means of mass communication. It also, refers to any instrument which delivers information from one source to another. To mediate means to be connected,  not directly, but through some other person or thing. (Canadian Oxford Dictionary)





