On Writing Well:

Simplicity

· More simplicity = less confusion

· Clear thinking becomes clear writing. This would include actively recording down and organizing thoughts before the final draft

· A clear writer can see what is fuzz – eliminate the fuzz.

· Get rid of unnecessary adverbs. No VERY’s.

· The writer must know what he/she is trying to say

· Good writing doesn’t come naturally, it takes practice and a plan.

· Don’t force your reader to do work that you should have done by clarifying your sentences and ideas (wordsmith)

· Keep thinking and rewriting until you say what you want to say.

· Always keep what you are aiming to say in mind so not to run off on tangents or something irrelevant 

· Give the reader one thought to focus on at a time.

Unity

· Retain the focus on the mood. Formal or casual. Stay in character.

· Maintain a consistent tense

· Trust your material and adjust your style and mood accordingly. Don’t become a prisoner of a preconceived plan.  Alter your plan & voice to suite your research and ideas.

· Ask yourself basic questions. Who am I addressing? Who is the voice that is addressing the audience? What attitude involved/ detached / judgmental.

· Leave you reader with one provocative thought that he or she had not had before.

· Decide what corner of your subject you will bite off, cover it well and then STOP.

· Choose your pronoun and stick with it

· Unity is the anchor of all writing.

Sample essay on Goya:

Introduction:

F. Goya’s palette decisions give insight into his experiences and subsequent unflinching perspective on humanities darkness.

· monochrome palette

· overview of what you are going to flesh out and how are you going to do it.

1. Experiences in life

The inquisition --


Mad house

Duchess of Alba

2. perspective on humanity


The brutal truth

3. Palette

Present only what you see in the palette of about ~ 3 works. Avoid determining what it means here.

Summarize the palette within the context of the painting. Describe the figures and the form. 

Choose a painting from each of his experiential periods.

Conclusion:

Here is where you determine, judge and give relevance to the data you presented.

Align the period in part one, with a perspective in part 2 with an art work in part 3 and tell use what they mean together – paint a clear picture of the image and its meaning.

